WHEN LONE POLICE OFFICER

WAS ATTACKED BY AMURDERING RAPIST IN

WA'S OUTBACK, AUSTRALIA WAS SHOCKED. FOR THOSE WHOSE LIVES WERE AFFECTED BY THE
KILLER, THE HIDDEN SCARS STILL ACHE. BUT FROM EVIL, SOME GOOD HAS EMERGED.
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF TWO YOUNG WOMEN
sit on the lounge-room sideboard.Their youth-
ful, exuberant smiles beam out and their eyes
sparkle with life.

Alongside the pictures is a framed letter
overflowing with heartbreaking sorrow. These
are the words of a grieving mother suffering
the torment of knowing that the last hours
of these beautiful young women - her only
children — were agonising and terrifying. Both
were brutally raped and then murdered.

Mostly, they are words of thanks for the
policeman who shot dead her daughters’
crazed Killer on a remote Western Australian
highway, 5000km from the scene of these
horrific crimes.

For Shane Gray, a hardened police officer of

19 years, the letter is an emotional
reminder of the deadly
confron-

tation, but mostly the words are solace. They
have helped him deal with the extreme act
of taking another man’s life, albeit in self-
defence and in the line of duty.

“We know you were doing your job and
what you were trained for, but we don’t think
you know just how much everyone that
walks this earth thanks you,” Shirley and
Allan Irwin wrote to Gray in early 2006, days
after their daughters Colleen, 23, and Laura,
21, were Killed in their unit in Melbourne’s
western suburbs.

“Your strength and courage ... has taken
the fear away ... You have made sure that
there will be no future victims and families
to ever suffer the enormous pain that we are
living with now. What a wonderful person
you are.”

On the face of it, father-of-three Shane Gray
is a laid-back, carefree, she’ll-be-right kind of
character. Most country cops are. He’s the

humble, no fanfare type. He's
not the sort who

would want to be put up on a pedestal and he
openly scoffs at the suggestion that he is as
brave as they come.

But to the Irwin family he is a hero.

“It’s just a passionate letter from a mum and
dad who have lost everything in the world,”
Gray told STM in his first in-depth interview.

“Occasionally I'll sit down and have a read
of it again and look at the girls’ photos. They
are beautiful girls. I can understand exactly
where the words are coming from and most
people could.

“Our friendship with Allan and Shirley has
definitely made it easier. They are just beauti-
ful country people who have lost everything
and suffered a trauma that none of us can
really imagine.

“Allan and Shirley will never get over what
happened. They cope every day. They take
one day at a time. Some days are good, some
days are bad. Their thoughts are always with
their kids, especially how they died, and
that’s never going to go away.

“I've got three boys and you just try and

imagine that happening to them and
you put yourself in
Allan and



