
of Mitch
Mitch Gillam would have turned 22 this month, but his life was cut short after a scooter 
accident in Bali 18 months ago. Now his parents have formed a unique and powerful 
bond with the woman who pulled his body from a drain.
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T
he sign outside the Balinese home 
of Istri Adnyani reads, “Welcome for 
Gillam’s family and Mitch’s friends”. 
Istri is bonded to the Gillam family 
in a sad and poignant way. The 

matriarch cared and prayed for 20-year-old 
Mitch Gillam after pulling his lifeless body 
from a rice-paddy waterway at the back 
doorstep of her Kerobokan home 18 months 
ago. He and a mate had come off their scooter 
on a fl ooded road.

Today, Mitch’s parents, Sue and Ken, have 
travelled from Perth to sit on the very step 
where Istri plucked their only son from the 

drain. The two families do not speak the same 
language. No words are exchanged as they 
meet, only tears, as the mothers embrace like 
old friends, fi nding comfort in each other as 
they mourn together.

Later the Gillams sit, heads bowed, hands 
clasped, and their eyes full of tears. In front 
of them is a household shrine to their son’s 
memory. This is the treasured sanctuary where 
Mitch’s family and friends fi nd solace.

Here, the Halls Head couple refl ect on the 
gravity of their loss and pay thanks for the 
new-found friendships and love extended by 
total strangers. It is helping them heal. 

There’s a wall full of happy snaps of Mitch, 
a fun-loving, happy-go-lucky soul and a 
promising sportsman with a penchant for footy. 
There are memories of previous trips to Bali, 
including the last photo taken of him during 
the fateful holiday he shared with mates.

An Australian fl ag adorns the wall, there’s a 
visitors’ book where his nearest and dearest 
scribe messages and his favourite tipple, a 
Vodka Cruiser, that his mum brings each visit.

In keeping with the local family’s traditional 
Hindu faith, they place woven baskets fi lled 
with rice, fl owers and incense as offerings at 
Mitch’s memorial to give thanks for their 

tribute

12 STM THE SUNDAY TIMES JULY 1-7 2012

STG20120701__Spread012-015.indd   12STG20120701__Spread012-015.indd   12 27/06/2012   3:49:41 PM27/06/2012   3:49:41 PM








